Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 290 K, P = 0.0 kPa; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.070; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.5.
Related literature
For related structures of sterically hindered esters, see: phenyl benzoate (Adams & Morsi, 1976) , a 4-substituted tert-butyl benzoate (Fu et al., 2008) , tri-tert-butylmethyl 4-nitrobenzoate (Cheng & Nyburg, 1978) , and for esters of tertiary alcohols, see: Allen & Kirby (1984) ; Schweizer & Dunitz (1982) . For the synthesis, see: Blicke (1923) and for ionic field studies in solutions of the title compound, see: Velazquez et al. (2006) . For additional related references on the calculated absolute structure parameter and the conformations of esters, see: (Flack, 1983) and Pawar et al. (1998) .
Experimental
Crystal data (Pawar et al. 1998) with the C2-C1-O1-C8 dihedral angle being 3.5 (1)° and the phenyl ring exhibiting a slight twist of 17.6 (2)° with respect to the ester group. The atoms comprising the ester linkage, C2, C1, O2, O1 and C8, are essentially coplanar. The acyl C-O bond length of 1.470 (2) Å falls within the normal range as seen for the esters of tertiary alcohols (Allen & Kirby, 1984; Schweizer & Dunitz, 1982) and is well below the value of 1.496 Å in tri-tert-butylmethyl 4-nitrobenzoate (Cheng & Nyburg, 1978) . The C1-O1-C8 bond angle is 120.50 (13)°, midway between the 118.3° observed in phenyl benzoate (Adams & Morsi, 1976 ) and the 122.9° seen in a 4-substituted tert-butyl benzoate (Fu et al. 2008) , and is consistent with those noted for the esters of tertiary alcohols (Schweizer & Dunitz, 1982) .
The title compound was synthesized by reacting trityl chloride with silver benzoate in dry benzene as outlined in the literature (Blicke, 1923) . Crystals were grown by slow evaporation from benzene at 298 K. m.p. 442.5-444.15 K.
Refinement
H-atoms were placed in calculated positions and allowed to ride during subsequent refinement, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and C-H distances of 0.93 Å for all H atoms. The calculated absolute structure parameter (Flack, 1983 ) and e.s.d. was meaningless with a value of 0.1 (12). For this reason, the Friedel-pair reflections were merged before the final refinement. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids for non-hydrogen atoms are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
